
Toys and Tales from Long Ago – Venus Class Term 3 
I do hope you had a wonderful Christmas. The children have come back and settled really well this week. They are already enjoying our new topic, as we have begun sharing 

a range of traditional tales already. This term we will continue to focus on the ‘Tales’ aspect of this topic and this will include an exciting ‘Gingerbread Man day!! We will 

also focus on ‘Everyday Materials’ in our science learning. Next term, will have more of a focus on alternative traditional tales and will go more towards a History focus 

looking at how toys have changed over time. 

If you have any questions or queries you can contact me at echeeseman@shaw.wilts.sch.uk 

  

Music- In the Grove   
-How to listen to and appraise a piece of music 

-To be able to tap out a simple pulse and rhythm using different parts of their body. 

-Have an appreciation for different styles of music and give reason why they like a 

particular style or not. 

 

Science – (Main focus in Term 3 but may lead into 

Term 4) 
Working Scientifically  
-I can begin to use some different types of enquiry to 
answer questions? 
-I can begin to perform simple tests 
-I can begin to say what happened in an investigation 
-I can begin to explain how I carried out my enquiry. 
 
Grouping materials 
-distinguish between an object and the material from 
which it is made  
-identify and name a variety of everyday materials, 
including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock  
-describe the simple physical properties of a variety of 
everyday materials  
-compare and group together a variety of everyday 
materials on the basis of their simple physical 
properties  
-find out how the shapes of solid objects made from 
some materials can be changed by squashing, bending, 
twisting and stretching 
 
Seasonal changes- (Winter) 
-changes across the four seasons  
-observe and describe weather associated with the 
seasons and how day length varies. 
 
Forest Schools will be group 3 this term and back to 

group 1 next term. Please refer to previous letter for 

groups. 

Art 
General 

-Begin to record and explore ideas from first hand observations. 

-Begin to ask and answer questions about the starting points for their 

work. 

-Begin to try things out and understand it is ok to make mistakes and 

change their minds. 

-Begin to explore the work of artists, from different times (Bruegel) 

-Begin to review their own work. 

Painting 

-Identify primary colours by name and begin to mix them to make lighter 

or darker colours. 

Drawing 

-Experiment with a range of media including pencils and felt tips. 

-Learn that they can control the marks they make on the page. 

-Observe and draw lines and shapes from the world around them. 

 

Writing 
-Write stories based on familiar settings 
e.g. from real life and traditional stories 
-Use simple language features of non-fiction 
e.g. the first person in recounts; accurate 
nouns and verbs, some use of specific 
vocabulary 
-Re-read their writing to check it makes 
sense and make simple changes as necessary 
e.g. spotting omissions 
-Sequence sentences to form short texts 
-Use ‘and’ to join simple sentences 
-Begin to demarcate sentences using 
question marks 
-Spells common exception words (car/train 
words) 
-Spell compound words correctly most of 
the time 
-Begins to form lower-case letters in the 
correct direction, starting and finishing in 
the right place.  
 

  

Reading  
Focus on Word Reading skills 
-Learn most of the remaining Phase 5 alternative sounds. 
-Reads common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between 
spelling and sound (through tricky keyword sheets sent home as well as 
learning we complete in class). 
-Reads other words of more than one syllable that contain taught sounds. 
Read words with contractions [for example, I’m, I’ll, we’ll], and understand 
that the apostrophe represents the omitted letter(s).- 
 
Focus on Attitudes to Reading 
-Is becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional 
tales, retelling them and considering their particular characteristics. 
 
Focus on Comprehension 
-Checks that the text makes sense to them as they read and corrects 
inaccurate reading. 
-Discusses the significance of the title and events. 

Computing- Digital Literacy 

-Recognise that devices can be connected 

-Understand the ways devices are used in the classroom and at home, including the 

use of immerging technologies such as A.I 

-Use a search engine to find information Online safety 

Online Safety 

-I can recognise that there may be people online who could make me feel sad, 

embarrassed or upset. 

-If something happens that makes me feel sad, worried, uncomfortable or frightened 

I can give examples of when and how to speak to an adult I can trust. 

Digital Literacy-Recognise common uses of information technology in the home and 

school environment  

PSHE – Dreams and Goals 

-I can set simple goals 

-I can set a goal and work out 

how to achieve it. 

-I can understand how to work 

well with a partner 

-I can tackle a new challenge 

and understand this might 

stretch my learning 

-I can identify obstacles which 

make it more difficult to 

achieve my new challenge and 

can work out how to overcome 

them 

-I can tell you how I felt when 

I succeeded in a new challenge 

and how I celebrated it. 

PE 
Ball skills with  Mrs Draper on a Tuesday 
Run to lunch on a Tuesday. 

Maths 
See maths Road Map for all 

objectives to be covered this term. 

RE Christianity- Was it always easy for Jesus to show 

friendship? 

To be able to 

-talk about my friends and why I like them. 

-remember a story about Jesus showing friendship and talk 

about it. 

-say how Jesus tried to be a good friend. 

History- (we may start this in term 3 but it will be 

focused on in term 4) 
-Sequence events or objects in chronological order. 
(Their birth, Their grandparents’ birth, the birth of Jesus…)  
-Gain an understanding of changes within living memory – Toys they 
have and toys their grandparents had. 
-Use a range of sources (photos, stories, adults talking about the past) 
to find out characteristic features of the past. 
-Begin to identify different ways to represent the past (e.g. photos, 
stories, adults talking about the past) 
-Sort artefacts “then” and “now” – past and present. Sorting toys 
children have and toys their grandparents had. 
-To ask and answer questions related to different sources and 
objects. Who might have used this toy? How old do you think this toy 
is? What evidence do you have? 
-Begin to understand how historical questions they ask can further 
their understanding of the past. 
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