
       Venus Class Term 4 Toys  

        through time 
Welcome back after half term break. This term we will focus on how toys 

have changed over time linking our history learning with science looking 

at everyday materials.  We will also be welcoming our chicken eggs 

which we hope to hatch and experience their life cycle first hand.   

Please collect and brig in kitchen roll tubes.   

If you have any questions do not hesitate to contact me. 

Mrs Linda White 

lwhite@shaw.wilts.sch.uk 

Music - Round and Round 

-How to listen to and appraise a piece of music giving why the like a 

particular piece or not. 

-Have an opportunity to sing a song from memory. 

-To be able to identify different instruments within a piece of music. 

-To be able find a simple pulse and rhythm using different parts of 

their body. 

-To play an instrument to a accompany a learnt song. 

Science—Everyday Materials 
-distinguish between an object and the material from which it is made  
-identify and name a variety of everyday materials, including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock  
-describe the simple physical properties of a variety of everyday materials  
-compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of their simple physical proper-

ties  

Working Scientifically 
 -can explain where further additional items could be placed in a sorting/grouping task.  

-I can say how science helps us in our daily lives. 

-I can say how science can be dangerous eg electricity can give you a shock  (linked to PSHE) 

-I can ask a few simple questions about the world around us. 

-I can begin to perform simple tests. 

-I can begin to say what happened in an investiga-

tion.  

-I can begin to talk about what I have found out.   

-I can say how science helps us in our daily lives. 

- I can begin to use simple scientific language. 

- I can begin to describe what I see eg something is long. 

Writing 
Composition: 

Write stories with characters based on class reading and role play. 

Write stories based on familiar settings. 

Use simple organisational features in fiction and non-fiction. 

Re-read their writing to check it makes sense 

Skills: 

Demarcate most sentences correctly with full stops and capital letters. 

Sequence sentences to form short texts. 

Use ‘and’ to join words and start to join simple sentences. 

Spell most year 1 exception words. 

Spell the days of the week. 

Form lower case letters of the correct size. 

Use a capital letter for proper nouns. 

DT—Design and make a Toy 
Designing: 

Design a product that is suitable for a younger child. 

Say how their products will work.   

Say how they will make their products suitable for intended users. 

Use simple design criteria to help develop their ideas.  

Use knowledge of existing products to help come up with ideas.  

Making: 

Plan by suggesting what to do next  

art and design.  

Evaluating: 

against design criteria. 

Suggest how their products could be improved. 

Explore: what products are, who products are for, how products works, how products are used, what 

materials products are made of, what they like and dislike about products.  

RE—Why does Easter matter to Chris-

tians? 
TO BE ABLE TO: 

Recognise that Incarnation and Salvation are part of a ‘big story’ of the Bible. 

Tell stories of Holy Week and Easter from the Bible and recognise a link with the 

idea of Salvation (Jesus rescuing people). 

three examples of how Christians show their beliefs about Jesus’ death and 

resurrection in church worship at Easter.  

Think, talk and ask questions about whether the story of Easter has anything to 

say to them about sadness, hope or heaven, exploring different ideas.  

PUPILS WILL KNOW THAT:  

Easter is very important in the ‘big story’ of the Bible.  

Christians believe Jesus rose again, giving people hope of a new life.  

History-  How toys have changed 
-Sequence events or objects in chronological order. 
(Their birth, Their grandparents’ birth, the birth of Jesus…) 
-Gain an understanding of changes within living memory – Toys they have and 
toys their grandparents had. 
-Use a range of sources (photos, stories, adults talking about the past) to find 
out characteristic features of the past. 
-Begin to identify different ways to represent the past (e.g. photos, stories, 
adults talking about the past) 
-Sort artefacts “then” and “now” – past and present. Sorting toys children have 
and toys their grandparents had. 
-To ask and answer questions related to different sources and objects. Who 
might have used this toy? How old do you think this toy is? What evidence do 
you have? 
-Begin to understand how historical 

questions they ask can further their 

understanding of the past. 

Art  - Bruegel 
General: 

Begin to record and explore ideas from first hand. 

Begin to try things out and understand its OK to make mistakes. 

Drawing: 

Experiment with a range of media. 

Observe and draw lines and shapes from the world around 

them. 

Learn that they can control the marks they make on the page. 

Begin to investigate tone. 

Painting; 

Mix colours to make lighter or darker colours. 

Use an artists work as an inspiration for own work. 

Collage 

Use different materials for effect. 

Computing: 
Predict what will happen for a simple se-

quence of instructions (algorithm)) 

Investigate how algorithms work  

Make an algorithm/program to achieve a simple 

outcome 

Improve a simple algorithm by identifying basic errors 

(bugs) and correcting (debugging) 

Reading 
Oral skills: 

Recite some 

simple poems by heart. 

Read aloud checking the text makes sense. 

Comprehension: 

Understand non-fiction texts provide information. 

Makes simple predictions based on their own experiences. 

Make simple inferences. 

Word reading skills: 

Learn to read remaining phonemes  from Phase 5. 

Use phonic knowledge to decode words. 

read words of more than one syllable and those that end in: –s, –

es, –ing, –ed, –er and –est  

Attitude: 

Engage with a wide range of familiar poems, picture books, fairy 

tales, narrative and non-fiction. 

PE 
Ball skills with Mrs Draper on a Tues-

day. 

Run to lunch on a Tuesday. 

Maths: 
Measuring length and height. 

Partitioning, addition and subtraction facts 

for numbers 11-216. 

Partitioning, addition and subtraction facts 

for numbers 17-20 

PSHE—Health Me 

Understand healthy and unhealthy lifestyle choices. 

Know how to keep healthy 

Know that household products and medicines can be dan-

gerous. 

Understand that medicines can help if poorly and know how 

to use them safely. 

Know how to stay safe crossing the road. 

Identify different dangers found in the home. 

Forest School 
It will be group 1 this term and 

back to group 2 next term. 

Please refer to previous letter 

for groups.  

Seasonal changes- (Spring) 
-changes across the four 

seasons 

-observe and describe weather 

associated with the seasons and 

how day length varies  

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/clips/z28qmp3
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/clips/z28qmp3
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/clips/zp2tn39













