
Science Objective Progression Summary: Year 2 
Children should experience a range of practical scientific activities including different types of science 
enquiries to answer questions. 

KPI statements; Primary Assessment Framework statements are bullet pointed and are non-negotiable are 
marked in Italics.  They underlined if covered in Year 1 (those new to year 2 are not underlined).  Please take 

note of what was missing for each pupil on Assessment Handover sheet so you can attempt to fill the gaps 
before end of Key Stage Reporting. 

1. Notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow 
into adults. 

- the main changes as young animals, including humans, grow into adults. 

Biology 
(Animals 
including 
Humans) 2. Find out about and describe the basic needs of animals, including 

humans, for survival (water, food and air). 
- describe the basic needs of animals for survival. 

3. Describe the importance for humans of exercise, eating the right 
amounts of different types of food, and hygiene.  

- name and locate parts of the human body, including those related to the 
senses, and describe the importance of exercise, balanced diet and 
hygiene for humans. 

4. Explore and compare the differences between things that are living, 
dead, and things that have never been alive.  

- identify whether things are alive, dead or have never lived. 

Biology  
(Living Things and 
their Habitats) 

5. Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are 
suited and describe how different habitats provide for the basic 
needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and how they 
depend on each other. 

-  name different plants and animals and describe how they are suited to 
different habitats. 

6. Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, 
including micro-habitats. 

- name different plants and animals and describe how they are suited to 
different habitats. 

7. Describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other 
animals, using the idea of a simple food chain, and identify and 
name different sources of food. 

- group animals according to what they eat, describe how animals get their 
food from other animals and/or from plants, and use simple food chains 
to describe these relationships. 

8. Observe and describe how seeds and bulbs grow into mature 
plants. 

- the main changes as seeds and bulbs grow into mature plants. 

Biology  
(Plants) 

9. Find out and describe how plants need water, light and a suitable 
temperature to grow and stay healthy.  

- describe basic needs of plants for survival and the impact of changing 
these. 



10. Distinguish between an object and the material from which it is 
made to identify a variety of everyday materials, including wood, 
metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard. 

- use their knowledge and understanding of the properties of materials, to 
distinguish objects from materials, identify and group everyday 
materials, and compare their suitability for different uses. 

Chemistry 
(Everyday 
Materials and 
their Uses) 

11. Compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, 
including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and 
cardboard for particular uses.  

- use their knowledge and understanding of the properties of materials, to 
distinguish objects from materials, identify and group everyday 
materials, and compare their suitability for different uses. 

12. Compare how things move on different surfaces.  

13. Find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some 
materials can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and 
stretching.  



 

PLAN 
-I can ask simple questions about the world around us. 
-I can begin to use different types of enquiry to answer questions. 

DO 

-I can observe changes over time. 
-I can say what I am looking for and what I am measuring. 
-I can measure with nonstandard units and can begin to use simple standard units. 
-I can use simple equipment eg hand lenses, egg timers. 
-I am beginning to notice patterns. 
-I can perform simple tests. 
-I can discuss my ideas. 
-I can say what happened in an investigation. 

RECORD 

-I can collect simple data. 
-I can record data in a table my teacher has provided. 
-I can communicate my findings in a variety of ways. 

REVIEW 

-I can talk about what I have found out to suggest answers to questions. 
-I can explain how I carried out my enquiry. 
-I can suggest simple changes to my enquiry. 

IDENTIFY AND 
CLASSIFY 

- I can sort and record into two groups in which one group has a feature and the other 
doesn’t (Carroll Diagrams). 

UNDERSTANDING 
-I can say how science helps us in our daily lives. 
-I can say how science can be dangerous eg electricity can give you a shock. 

RESEARCH -I can find information to help me from books, computers and other familiar sources. 

VOCABULARY 

-I can use simple scientific language. 
-I can describe what I see. 
-I can compare eg something is longer or shorter. 

  


