
 History progression at Shaw CE Primary School 
 

Year 1 

Chronology  sequence events or objects in chronological order 

Historical 
knowledge 

 Gain an understanding of changes within living memory – Toys they 
have and toys their grandparents had. 

 use a range of sources to find out characteristic features of the past 

Interpretations 
of history 

 begin to identify different ways to represent the past (e.g. photos, stories, 
adults talking about the past) 

Historical 
enquiry 

 sort artefacts “then” and “now” sort artefacts “then” and “now” 

 to ask and answer questions related to different sources and objects 

 Begin to understand how historical questions they ask can further 
their understanding of the past. 

 

Year 2 

Chronology  Understand chronology and, with support, begin to place events on 
a timeline. 

  

Historical 
knowledge 

 Continue to develop an understanding of changes in living memory 
– Victorians. 

 Gain an understanding of historically important figures who have 
contributed to national and international achievements – Tim 
Peake, Mary Seacole, Queen Victoria and Florence Nightingale. 

 Gain and understanding of historical events in their locality 
including, Steam railways, Brunel and the canal network. 

Interpretations 
of history 

 Begin to suggest ways the past can be represented. 

Historical 
enquiry 

 Use an increasing number of words and phrases relating to the 
past. 

 

Year 3 

Chronology  Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of 
British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within 
and across the periods they study – Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age 
and Romans. 

Historical 
knowledge 

 Show an understanding of the changes in Britain from the Stone 
Age to the Iron Age. 

 Understand the impact of the Roman Empire on Britain. What did 
the Romans do for us? How did they help to create the Britain we 
live in today?  

Interpretations 
of history 

 Begin to understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed 
from a range of sources. 

Historical 
enquiry 

 Use appropriate historical terms – chronology, timeline,  

 Begin to address historically valid questions. 
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Year 4 

Chronology  Continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and 
understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear 
narratives within and across the periods they study. 

  

Historical 
knowledge 

 Demonstrate a good understanding of the Viking and Anglo-Saxon 
struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the 
Confessor. 

 French history – focus on the Eiffel Tower. 
Interpretations 
of history 

 Show a greater understanding on how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of sources. 

Historical 
enquiry 

 Use appropriate historical terms 

 Address historically valid questions 
 

Year 5 

Chronology  Continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and 
understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear 
narratives within and across the periods they study. 

 Show an understanding of an aspect or theme in British history that 
extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 – An aspect 
of Tudor History 

Historical 
knowledge 

 Discuss a local history study – canals – geography link here 
 A non-European society that provides contrast with British history - 

Mayan civilization c. AD 900 

Interpretations 
of history 

 Show a good understanding on how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of sources. 

Historical 
enquiry 

 Use appropriate historical terms  - civilisation,  

 Address historically valid questions and begin to devise their own 
questions about change, cause, similarity and difference and 
significance. 

 

Year 6 

Chronology  Continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and 
understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear 
narratives within and across the periods they study. 

  

Historical 
knowledge 

 Show an understanding of an aspect or theme in British history that 
extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 – World War 
2; Crime & Punishment 

Interpretations 
of history 

 Show a confident understanding on how our knowledge of the past 
is constructed from a range of sources.  

Historical 
enquiry 

 Use appropriate historical terms 

 Confidently address historically valid questions and devise their 



 History progression at Shaw CE Primary School 
 

own questions about change, cause, similarity and difference and 
significance. 

 


